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poor; and of less illustrious aspirants there was no
end. Mazarin at last selected the young Mailleraie
and it is not impossible that he was in part influenced
by a wish to ally his family with that of the Cardinal
who had been his patron and his exemplar.

It was not a fortunate choice. The husband was
little better than a lunatic, the wife had the wild
blood of the Mancini in her veins; he would have
exhausted "the patience of the most enduring of
spouses, she would have destroyed the peace of the
most judicious of husbands. Naturally, their house-
hold came to grief. The Duchess of Mazarin fled
from France; she had refused to marry Charles II.
when he was a fugitive, and she became his mistress
when he was a king. The duke divided his energies
between daubing over famous paintings left by
Mazarin, in order to conceal nudities that were
offensive to his rigorous piety, and wasting his
estate in hundreds of lawsuits which a perverse
ingenuity enabled him to stir up. The union of the
families of Richelieu and Mazarin produced only
misery and scandal.


Cardinal's favour. Many years later, when Mazarin
